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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

1. U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 11 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 for disclosing "a program for 
enabling a computer to execute a control method". This does not meet statutory requirements. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-13, and 15-19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kageyama (US Patent Publication 2002/0041602 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Kageyama discloses an information distribution system comprising 
an information transmission apparatus (see Figure 2, elements 100) (see page 3, paragraph 60) 
for transmitting main information and an information reception apparatus (see Figure 2, elements 
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200 and/or 400) for receiving the main information transmitted from the information 
transmission apparatus, the information reception apparatus being connected to the information 
transmission apparatus via a network (see Figure 2, element la, lb, 1c, Id), wherein the 
information transmission apparatus generates first control information (see Figure 1, element 
S91) for making a request to the information reception apparatus for transmission of a result of a 
determination (see Figure 1, element S92) as to whether or not the information reception 
apparatus can receive the main information and transmits the generated first control information 
via the network (see page 7, paragraph 104); the information reception apparatus, when receiving 
the first control information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus via the 
network, determines whether or not to receive the main information transmitted from the 
information transmission apparatus that has transmitted the received first control information and 
generates second control information indicating a result of the determination to transmit the 
generated second control information to the information transmission apparatus via the network 
(see page 8, paragraph 1 12) (see page 8, paragraph 116); and the information transmission 
apparatus receives the second control information transmitted from the information reception 
apparatus via the network, and prohibits the transmission of the main information to the 
information reception apparatus if the received second control information indicates a 
determination result that the main information is not received (see Figure 1, element S96) or 
transmits the main information to the information reception apparatus via the network if the 
second control information indicates a determination result that the main information is received 
(see Figure 21) (see page 7, paragraph 112) (see Figure 1, element S97). 

Regarding claims 2, 10, and 11, Kageyama discloses an information distribution method 
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and/or a recording medium having a program recorded thereon, the program enabling a computer 
to execute an information distribution system including an information transmission apparatus 
(see Figure 2, elements 100) (see page 3, paragraph 60) for transmitting main information and an 
information reception apparatus (see Figure 2, elements 200 and/or 400) for receiving the main 
information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus, the information reception 
apparatus being connected to the information transmission apparatus via a network (see Figure 2, 
element' la, lb, lc, Id), the method comprising: a first transmission step of generating, in the 
information transmission apparatus, first control information for making a request to the 
information reception apparatus for transmission of a result of a determination as to whether or 
not the information reception apparatus can receive the main information and transmitting the 
generated first control information via the network (see page 7, paragraph 104); a second 
transmission step of determining whether or not the main information transmitted from the 
information transmission apparatus that has transmitted the received first control information is 
received when the information reception apparatus receives via the network the first control 
information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus by the processing in the 
first transmission step, and generating second control information indicating a result of the 
determination to transmit the generated second control information to the information 
transmission apparatus via the network (see page 8, paragraph 1 12) (see page 8, paragraph 116); 
and a transmission control step of receiving in the information transmission apparatus via the 
network the second control information transmitted from the information reception apparatus by 
the processing in the second transmission step, and prohibiting the transmission of the main 
information to the information reception apparatus if the received second control information 
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indicates a determination result that the main information is not received or permitting the main 
information to be transmitted to the information reception apparatus via the network if the 
second control information indicates a determination result that the main information is received 
(see Figure 21) (see page 7, paragraph 1 12-113). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Kageyama discloses an information transmission apparatus 
and/or method of an information transmission apparatus connected to an information reception 
apparatus via a network and a method, comprising: generation means for generating first control 
information (see Figure 1 5 element S91) (See also Figure 21) for making a request to the 
information reception apparatus for transmission of a result of a determination as to whether or 
not the information reception apparatus can receive main information; transmission means for 
transmitting the first control information generated by the generation means to the information 
reception apparatus via the network (see page 1, paragraph 10); reception means for receiving 
(via 1394), via the network, second control information transmitted from the information 
reception apparatus as a response to the first control information transmitted by the transmission 
means (see Figure 1, element S92), the second control information indicating a result of a 
determination as to whether or not the information reception apparatus receives the main 
information; and transmission control means for prohibiting the transmission means from 
transmitting the main information to the information reception apparatus if the second control 
information received by the reception means indicates a determination result that the information 
reception apparatus does not receive the main information (see Figure, element S96) or 
permitting the transmission means to transmit the main information to the information reception 
apparatus via the network if the second control information indicates a determination result that 
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the information reception apparatus receives the main information (see Figure 1, element S97). 
(See page 1, paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, paragraphs 112-116). 

Regarding claim 4, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 3). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus wherein the transmission means transmits the first 
control information with the main information when the transmission means transmits the main 
information (see page 12, paragraph 173). 

Regarding claim 5, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 3). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the transmission means transmits the first 
control information at a predetermined time interval (e.g. 100 ms) (see page 7, paragraph 1 14). 

Regarding claim 7, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 3). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein if the second control information is 
information indicating a reception state at the information reception apparatus, the transmission 
control means determines that the second control information indicates a determination result 
that the information reception apparatus receives the main information and permits the 
transmission means to transmit the main information to the information reception apparatus via 
the network (See page 1, paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, paragraphs 112-116). 

Regarding claim 8, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 7). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the reception state is represented by a state 
of occurrence of an error in the main information received by the information reception 
apparatus (see page 8, paragraph 1 17). 

Regarding claim 12, Kageyama discloses an information reception apparatus connected 
to an information transmission apparatus for transmitting main information via a network, 
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comprising: reception means (see Figure 2, element 100) for receiving first control information 
transmitted from the information transmission apparatus via the network, the first control 
information making a request for transmission of a result of a determination as to whether or not 
the main information can be received; generation means for determining whether or not the main 
information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus that has transmitted the first 
control information is received when the first control information is received by the reception 
means and generating second control information indicating a result of the determination; and 
transmission means for transmitting the second control information generated by the generation 
means to the information transmission apparatus via the network (See page 1, paragraphs 10-12). 
(See also page 7-8, paragraphs 112-116). 

Regarding claim 13, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the information reception apparatus is 
connected to a first information transmission apparatus and to a second information transmission 
apparatus via the network; the generation means determines that the main information 
transmitted from the second information transmission apparatus is not received when the first 
control information is received from the second information transmission apparatus while the 
main information transmitted from the first information transmission apparatus is being received 
by the reception means, and generates second control information indicating a result of the 
determination; and the transmission means transmits the second information generated by the 
generation means to the second information transmission apparatus via the network (See page 1 , 
paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, paragraphs 112-116). 

Regarding claim 15, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In 
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addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the generation means generates information 
indicating a reception state at the information reception apparatus as the second control 
information when a determination is made that the main information is received (see Figure 1, 
element S97 and/or S98) (see Figure 21). 

Regarding claim 16, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 15). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the reception state is represented by a state 
of occurrence of an error in the main information received by the reception means (see page 8, 
paragraph 117). 

Regarding claim 17, Kageyama discloses an information reception method of an 
information reception apparatus connected to an information transmission apparatus for 
transmitting main information via a network, comprising: a reception step of receiving first 
control information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus via the network, the 
first control information making a request for transmission of a result of a determination as to 
whether or not the main information can be received; a generation step of determining whether 
or not the main information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus that has 
transmitted the first control information is received when the first control information is received 
by the processing in the reception step and generating second control information indicating a 
result of the determination; and a transmission step of transmitting the second control 
information generated by the processing in the generation step to the information transmission 
apparatus via the network (See page 1, paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, paragraphs 1 12- 
116). 

Regarding claim 18, Kageyama discloses a recording medium having a program recorded 
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thereon, the program enabling a computer to execute a control method for controlling an 
information reception apparatus connected to an information transmission apparatus for 
transmitting main information via a network, the control method comprising: a reception step of 
receiving first control information transmitted from the information transmission apparatus via 
the network, the first control information making a request for transmission of a result of a 
determination as to whether or not the main information can be received; a generation step of 
determining whether or not the main information transmitted from the information transmission 
apparatus that has transmitted the first control information is received when the first control 
information is received by the processing in the reception step and generating second control 
information indicating a result of the determination; and a transmission step of transmitting the 
second control information generated by the processing in the generation step to the information 
transmission apparatus via the network (See page 1, paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, 
paragraphs 112-116). 

Regarding claim 19, Kageyama discloses a program for enabling a computer to execute a 
control method for controlling an information reception apparatus connected to an information 
transmission apparatus for transmitting main information via a network, the control method 
comprising: a reception step of receiving first control information transmitted from the 
information transmission apparatus via the network, the first control information making a 
request for transmission of a result of a determination as to whether or not the main information 
can be received; a generation step of determining whether or not the main information 
transmitted from the information transmission apparatus that has transmitted the first control 
information is received when the first control information is received by the processing in the 
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reception step and generating second control information indicating a result of the determination; 
and a transmission step of transmitting the second control information generated by the 
processing in the generation step to the information transmission apparatus via the network (See 
page 1, paragraphs 10-12). (See also page 7-8, paragraphs 112-116). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kageyama et al. (US Patent Publication 2002/0041602 Al) in view of Nagai et al. (US Patent 
Number 7,287,201). 

Regarding claim 6, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 3). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the first and second control information are 
RTCP packet information. 

However, Kageyama does not disclose the control information as RTCP packet 
information. 
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In an analogous art, Nagai discloses control information as RTCP packet information 
when communicating between a transmission apparatus and a reception apparatus (see column 6, 
lines (see column 5, lines 51-64). 

It would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Kageyama's 
invention to send control information as RTCP packet information for the predictable result of 
providing feedback on quality of service, thus allowing a system to be more reliable. 

Regarding claim 14, Kageyama discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In 
addition, Kageyama discloses the apparatus, wherein the first and second control information are 
RTCP packet information. 

However, Kageyama does not disclose the control information as RTCP packet 
information. 

In an analogous art, Nagai discloses control information as RTCP packet information 
when communicating between a transmission apparatus and a reception apparatus (see column 6, 
lines (see column 5, lines 51-64). 

It would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Kageyama's 
invention to send control information as RTCP packet information for the predictable result of 
providing feedback on quality of service, thus allowing a system to be more reliable. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brock N. Boss whose telephone number is (571) 270-1660. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:30-7:30 Eastern Standard Time. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



BB 

Jan 6 th , 2007 
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